UCLA Center for Community Engagement
Political Science 195CE: Community and Corporate Internships in Political Science
Summer 2026 Syllabus


Instructor: Megan Cox
mcox@colleg.ucla.edu
Faculty sponsor: Professor Michael Ross

Office Hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 10am-4pm PDT (except in weeks 9 and 10)

Course description

Tutorial, to be arranged; Internship, 8 to 10 hours a week. Limited to juniors/seniors. Internship in corporate, governmental, or nonprofit setting coordinated through Center for Community Engagement. Students complete weekly assignments, attend meetings with the graduate student instructor, and write a final research paper. Faculty mentor and graduate student instructor construct a series of reading assignments that examine issues related to the internship. No more than 8 units may be applied toward major; units applied may be taken for a letter grade or pass/no-pass. May not be applied toward concentration or distribution requirements. Individual contract with supervising faculty member required.

Political Science 195CE is a 4-unit course that can be taken for a letter grade or pass/no pass. Completion of the course fulfills one upper division elective course requirement for the Political Science major, but students do not need to be Political Science majors to enroll, nor does the internship need to be directly related to Political Science. The goal of this course is to get you to think about the relevance of political science outside of the classroom. Students are required to work a minimum of 80 hours total (about 8-10 hours per week) at their internship site over the course of at least eight weeks of the academic quarter.

Learning goals

· Define and apply the following core concepts: civic engagement, social responsibility, environmental responsibility, (racial/gender) equity, and governance.
· Apply academic knowledge and critical thinking skills to address situations and challenges that arise in 21st century work environments.
· Write a research paper integrating real world experience into the frameworks of political science.
· Explore how off-campus, experiential learning contributes to an undergraduate’s intellectual, personal, and professional development and informs future career choices.

Course summary

· Class will meet over Zoom during scheduled group and individual meetings. Each session will last for 30 minutes.
· Attendance is taken and required at both group meetings and individual meetings.
· Assignments include weekly responses on the course texts and a final paper.
· Timesheets are required to be submitted by the end of the quarter, as per contract course requirements.
· Late work policy: Assignments submitted after the deadline will not be accepted for credit; however, we do understand that things will come up. Students can have a 2-day flex pass to submit either one of their weekly reading responses or their final paper 2 days (48 hours) late. In order to activate this pass, please email the instructor before the original deadline. Assignments that are late beyond this activated 2-day flex pass will not be accepted. Remember, you can only activate this 2-day flex pass for one assignment.

Required forms
1. Course contract created by you and signed by your supervisor
2. Learning agreement signed between you and your supervisor
3. Timesheet documenting at least 80-100 hours worked at an off-campus site.

Grading scale

	A+ 97-100%
	B+ 87-89%
	C+ 77-79%
	D+ 67-69%
	F < 60%

	A 93-96%
	B 83-86%
	C 73-76%
	D 63-66%
	

	A- 90-92%
	B- 80-82%
	C- 70-72%
	D- 60-62%
	




Pass/no pass (P/NP) option: You must earn at least a 73% overall for a passing grade if you take the course P/NP.

Course requirements
1. 5 meetings with the instructor – 30%
2. Weekly reflection papers – 40%
3. Final paper – 30%
4. Timesheet – 0% (required to pass the course but not graded)

Biweekly appointments (30% of grade)

	Meeting
	Format
	Agenda



	Meeting 1
Week 3
	Group meeting
	Introduction of course expectations
· Weekly assignment expectations
· Weekly meeting expectations
· Final paper expectation


	Meeting 2
Week 4 or 5
	Individual meeting
	Schedule an appointment on MyUCLA to discuss

· How your internship is going
· The research question you want to work for final paper


	Meeting 3
Week 6 or 7
	Individual meeting
	Schedule an appointment on MyUCLA to discuss

· How your internship is going
· Preparing for your interview


	Meeting 4
Week 8 or 9
	Individual meeting
	Schedule an appointment on MyUCLA to discuss

· How your internship is going
· Your interview experience
· How has your research question been informed by the internship experience and evolved throughout the time?
· The thesis statement of research paper

	Meeting 5
Week 10
	Group meeting
	Student makes a short presentation (5 minutes) about their final paper
· Research question
· Brief literature review
· Preliminary finding




Please use the MyUCLA appointment scheduling system when creating appointments with me. A Zoom link will automatically be generated and emailed to you.
In MyUCLA, navigate to Academics > Appointments > Create Appointment.

These meetings are required to pass any 195CE course and failure to meet this expectation will likely result in an automatic grade reduction to F / NP. You may be advised to drop at any point in the quarter if you are no longer able to pass the course and your internship site will be notified.

Note on Appointment Times
Due to the instructor’s travel schedule, meetings will be scheduled outside the usually available office hours window in weeks 9 and 10. You will be emailed about instructor availability for weeks 9 and 10 later in the summer. 

Weekly response papers (40% of grade)
Response papers are to be 1-page minimum, single-spaced, due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT at the end of each week unless specified by the instructor. Weekly response papers will be submitted via the course BruinLearn site. Specific prompts for each week can be found on the Assignments page.

Submitting more than two papers over one week late is grounds for automatic “No Pass” if you are taking the course P/NP.

Late work is not accepted, but you can use your 2-day flex pass on either one of the weekly assignments or the final paper to extend your deadline by 48 hours. Flex pass can be used only once.

Final research paper (30% of grade)
For the final assignment, you will write a research paper using the lens of political science. It is important to identify a guiding research question that will guide your research paper at the beginning of the quarter, which we will workshop during your second or third meeting. You may use your interview as data or quantitative data from online resources for your final research paper.

Mechanics of final paper:
· 8-10 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1-inch margins
· Cite 5 academic sources, 2 of which may be course readings
· Use MLA, APA, ASA, or Chicago-style citations
· Works cited page (not included in page limit)
· Deadline:
· Submitted by Sunday, August 30 at 11:59 pm.

Email Communication
Please feel free to contact me with questions. I will respond to emails within 24 hours (48 on the weekend), though it may take longer to find a resolution to the question or concern you raise. Please also remember that I cannot discuss grades via email due to your privacy rights under FERPA. 
UCLA university-wide policies 

Academic integrity
All policies in the UCLA Student Code of Conduct regarding academic integrity apply to this course, including policies regarding plagiarism. When warranted, infractions will be reported to the Dean of Students and may result in disciplinary action. UCLA’s complete policy regarding academic integrity can be found on the website for the Office of the Dean of Students: http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/

Artificial Intelligence and AI-generated work
Unless otherwise specified by the faculty member, all submissions, whether in draft or final form, to meet course requirements (including a paper, project, exam computer program, oral presentation, or other work) must either be the Student’s own work, or must clearly acknowledge the source. (UCLA Student Conduct Code, Section 102.01c: Academic Dishonesty—Plagiarism.) Students who represent as their own AI-generated output will be subject to the plagiarism penalties and policies outlined by the Dean of Students.

Course accommodations and campus resources
UCLA provides a wide range of resources to support students facing challenges, whether inside or outside the classroom. Consult the Student Care Managers program website for information about these resources, including information about confidential one-on-one consultation: http://www.studentincrisis.ucla.edu/Who can-Help. If you need to request an academic accommodation based on a documented disability related to your work in this course, please contact the Center for Accessible Education as soon as possible. CAE can be reached at A255 Murphy Hall, 310-825-1501, or 310-206-6083 (telephone device for the deaf). You can learn more about their services by exploring their website at http://www.cae.ucla.edu/. Students should also notify their Graduate Student Instructor about any issues as soon as possible so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged with CAE well in advance of assignment due dates.
 
Using Zoom video conferencing
You are required to use Zoom (https://ucla.zoom.us/) for your biweekly meetings, so take the time to familiarize yourself with it before our meeting. You may choose to use Zoom on your mobile device or computer. Your video must be on during your meetings.

Remote learning privacy
The UCLA Student Code of Conduct, which includes Section 102.28: Expectation of Privacy, makes it clear that taking any screenshots or sharing any recorded materials or slides with anyone outside of this course is not allowed, as each of us has a ‘reasonable expectation of privacy.’ If you have concerns about participating over Zoom, please feel free to contact me.

Weekly assignments schedule

Weeks 1 and 2: No readings. Please add your internship information to the discussion board.

Week 3. Political Science Research and the “Real World”
Henrich, J., S.J. Heine, and A. Norenzayan. “Most People Are Not WEIRD”. Nature. 446, no. 7302 (2010): 29-29. 

· Weekly reading reflection

Week 4. Political institution and bureaucracy

Moe, T. M. (1989). The politics of bureaucratic structure. In J. E. Chubb & P. E. Peterson (Eds.), Can the government govern? (pp. 267-329). Brookings Institution Press.
· Weekly reading reflection
· Brainstorm research questions or research topics that you want to address in your final paper

Week 5. Political culture

Wilson, James Q. Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do and Why They Do It. New York: Basic Books, 1989. Chapter 16.

· Weekly reading reflection
· Find 3 peer-reviewed scholarly sources to use in your research paper. For each of the 3
 sources:
· Give the complete citation in MLA/APA/ASA/Chicago format
· Summarize the main point of the reading and the methods/types of data that the author(s) use in 2-3 sentences
· Explain in 2-3 sentences how you plan to use this reading in your research paper.

Week 6. The law and courts as political institutions

Wilson, James Q. Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do and Why They Do It. New York: Basic Books, 1989. Chapter 15.
· Weekly reading reflection
· Prepare for your interview. In view of your developing research topic, what information and what perspectives do you need? What questions might you ask, and in what order? Who will you ask to participate in an interview, and why?

Week 7. Interview

No reading; prepare for interview. 

Interview guidelines
· Interview at least one person at your internship site, for at least 15 minutes. Take notes and audio-record during your interview.
· After the interview, identify a few thought-provoking moments and transcribe only those sections (this should be a maximum of 2 pages of text.) Based on what you learned in the rest of the interview, and in the rest of your research, provide 1-2 paragraphs of context to introduce these quotes. Submit your transcript and contextual paragraph.
· Think about how to use this interview data in your final paper.

Week 8. Public policy

Knoepfel, Peter, Corinne Larrue, Frédéric Varone, and Michael Hill. Public policy analysis. Policy Press, 2011. Chapter 5-6
· Weekly reading reflection

Week 9. Political participation

Walsh, Katherine Cramer, M. Kent Jennings, and Laura Stoker. “The Effects of Social Class Identification on Participatory Orientations Toward Government.” British Journal of Political
Science 34, no. 3 (2004): 469–95.
Lawrence Bobo and Franklin D. Gilliam Jr., “Race, Sociopolitical Participation, and Black Empowerment,” American Political Science Review 84, no. 2 (1990): 377–94.
· Weekly reading reflection

Week 10. No reading. Final research project

· Submit your presentation slides.
· Research project presentation
· Submit Final Paper. 

Final paper

Submit your final paper by Sunday, 30 August 2026 at 11:59 pm. If using your flex-pass, your new deadline will be Tuesday, 1 September 2026 at 11:59 pm. Remember, you must not have used your flex pass for any of the weekly assignments in order to use it for the final!

Refer to the syllabus and assignment on BruinLearn for the rubric and final paper guidelines.




