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The Scholar as Human: Research and Teaching for Public Impact, edited by Anna Sims Bartel 
and Debra A. Castillo (Cornell University Press, 2020). This book is available for free download 
under a Creative Commons license here. 

The Scholar as Human brings together faculty from a wide range of disciplines—history; 
art; Africana, American, and Latinx studies; literature, law, performance and media arts, 
development sociology, anthropology, and Science and Technology Studies—to focus on 
how scholarship is informed, enlivened, deepened, and made more meaningful by each 
scholar's sense of identity, purpose, and place in the world. Designed to help model new 
paths for publicly-engaged humanities, the contributions to this groundbreaking volume 
are guided by one overarching question: How can scholars practice a more human 
scholarship? 

Recognizing that colleges and universities must be more responsive to the needs of both 
their students and surrounding communities, the essays in The Scholar as Human carve 
out new space for public scholars and practitioners whose rigor and passion are equally 
important forces in their work. Challenging the approach to research and teaching of 
earlier generations that valorized disinterestedness, each contributor here demonstrates 
how they have energized their own scholarship and its reception among their students and 
in the wider world through a deeper engagement with their own life stories and humanity. 

Contributors: Anna Sims Bartel, Debra A. Castillo, Ella Diaz, Carolina Osorio Gil, 
Christine Henseler, Caitlin Kane, Shawn McDaniel, A. T. Miller, Scott J. Peters, Bobby 
J. Smith II, José Ragas, Riché Richardson, Gerald Torres, Matthew Velasco, Sara 
Warner. 

 

The Activist Academic: Engaged Scholarship for Resistance, Hope, and Social Change, by 
Colette Cann and Eric DeMeulen. (Stylus Publishing, 2020). A full description, along with a 
table of contents and reviews can be found here. 

Donald Trump’s election forced academics to confront the inadequacy of promoting 
social change through the traditional academic work of research, writing, and teaching. 
Scholars joined crowds of people who flooded the streets to protest the event. 

The present political moment recalls intellectual forbearers like Antonio Gramsci who, 
imprisoned during an earlier fascist era, demanded that intellectuals committed to justice 
“can no longer consist in eloquence ... but in active participation in practical life, as 
constructor, organizer, ‘permanent persuader’ and not just a simple orator" (Gramsci, 
1971, p. 10). Indeed, in an era of corporate media and “alternative facts,” academics 
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committed to justice cannot simply rely on disseminating new knowledge, but must step 
out of the ivory tower and enter the streets as activists. 

The Activist Academic serves as a guide for merging activism into academia. Following 
the journey of two academics, the book offers stories, frameworks and methods for how 
scholars can marry their academic selves, involved in scholarship, teaching and service, 
with their activist commitments to justice, while navigating the lived realities of raising 
families and navigating office politics. This volume invites academics across disciplines 
to enter into a dialogue about how to take knowledge to the streets. 

 


